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In 1988, Gary Fish founded Deschutes Brewery as a small brewpub in downtown 
Bend, Oregon.  By 1993 the brewery outgrew its location and built brewing facility 
across the Deschutes River with the ability to brew in 50-barrel batches.  This 
facility continually increases its capacity, adding a 150-barrel Huppmann 
brewhouse from Germany in 2003, and most recently installing ten 1,300-barrel 
fermentation tanks.  With these tanks and a new bottling line, Deschutes has the 
capacity to produce more than 450,000 barrels annually.  

In 2008, the brewery opened up its second brewpub in one of the most influential 
beer towns in the nation, Portland, Oregon.  Today, Deschutes Brewery creates and 
distributes a wide selection of craft beer to 28 states, Washington DC, two Canadian 
provinces and several countries overseas.  As of 2014, the brewery was the sixth-
largest craft brewery in the United States.  

Deschutes Brewery has become a Pacific Northwest landmark to craft beer fans 
from around the globe traveling to visit both brew pubs and the brewery’s tasting 
room.  These locations highlight the experimentation and quality that go into every 
batch of beer and in the food served in the brewpubs.  

Philosophy: 
Deschutes Brewery believes in building community through creating and sharing 
handcrafted, world-class beer and food.   A passion for experimentation and 
ingenuity, coupled with a tenacious drive to constantly improve, serve as our 
mission guideposts.  As co-owners, we strive to create extraordinary experiences 
everyday in our brewpubs, at our events, or simply sipping one of our fine beers. 
 

Timeline 
 
1988 
Sold 714 bbls 
Gary Fish opened Deschutes Brewery and Public House in downtown Bend, Oregon 
on June 27, 1988.  It was a risky venture at the time as the first brewery in a small 
town of around 20,000 people.  Black Butte Porter, Cascade Golden Ale, and 
Bachelor Bitter were the first three brews at the Bend Public House. Mirror Pond 
Pale Ale was brewed for the first time in July. 
 
Black Butte Porter quickly became the brewery’s flagship, earning Deschutes well-
deserved recognition in the emerging craft beer landscape.  Deschutes defined its 
core philosophy of experimentation and breaking barriers with Black Butte Porter.  
It has become the top selling craft porter in the nation. 
 



In the fall of 1988, Jubelale is brewed for the first time and hand-bottled for sale to 
local patrons (the first beer Deschutes Brewery ever bottled). 
 
The first keg of Bachelor Bitter is sold to Mt. Bachelor through the local Haines 
Distributing in November. 
 
From the beginning, Deschutes Brewery offered its spent grain from the brewing 
process to local cattle ranchers.  The locally raised cattle ate the spent grain.  The 
pub has always purchased this beef for its delicious burgers.  
 
1989 
Sold 751 bbls 
Soon after opening, Jim Kennedy of Admiralty Beverage in Portland asked for some 
beer.  Gary Fish and original brewer John Harris managed to buy a few used kegs 
and persuaded a local recycling truck headed to Portland to take them along.  Black 
Butte Porter provided a new flavor profile to contrast with typical Northwest ales.  
Popularity soared. 
 
Obsidian Stout is brewed for the first time. 
 
Deschutes Brewery established the Sagebrush Classic golf tournament as an annual 
fundraiser for local charities. 
 
1990 
Sold 791 bbls 
Jubelale, Mirror Pond Pale Ale, and Bond Street Brown brought home the brewery’s 
first medals from the Great American Beer Festival. 
 
Deschutes beer is shipped across state lines for the first time to Seattle, 
Washington. (2nd state) 
 
1991 
Sold 832 bbls 
 
1992 
Sold 876 bbls 
Growing production starting putting a strain on the original 12 ½-barrel brewhouse 
at the downtown brewpub and the small warehouse across the back alley.  Ready to 
grow from a small hometown brewpub to a regional brewery, Deschutes began 
construction of a new production brewery about a mile from the brewpub.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



1993 
Sold 1,522 bbls 
 
October sees the first beers brewed in the new facility! The new 50-barrel 
brewhouse is five times the capacity of the original brewpub.  And as luck would 
have it, Jubelale is the first beer brewed and bottled on the new system. 
 
Distribution to Idaho begins (3rd state) 
 
1994 
Sold 15,532 bbls 
Mirror Pond Pale Ale won gold at the Great American Beer Festival. 
 
Sagebrush Feast joins the Sagebrush golf tournament at Broken Top as an annual 
fundraiser, bringing chefs from around the world to create small dishes for guests to 
savor. 
 
Deschutes beer is now available in Alaska! (4th state) 
 
1995 
Sold 27,972 bbls 
The first Jubelale artist was selected to create an original piece of art that will grace 
Jubelale labels and six-packs, beginning a long tradition of supporting local artists. 
 
Black Butte Porter won bronze at the Great American Beer Festival. 
 
1996 
Sold 46,826 bbls 
Production climbed to more than 45,000 barrels, 14,000 more than the previous 
year.  Deschutes became the second largest Oregon craft brewer, behind Widmer 
Brothers Brewing Company. 
 
Black Butte Porter won gold at the Great American Beer Festival. 
 
>Beer is available for sale in Montana (5th state) 
 
1997 
Sold 64,374 bbls 
Mirror Pond Pale Ale, previously available only as a seasonal, draft only, favorite, 
entered the year round line-up. 
 
> Beer is available for sale in Northern California and Northern Nevada (6th and 7th 
states) 
 
 
 



1998 
Sold 77,299 bbls 
Black Butte Porter won bronze at the Great American Beer Festival. 
 
> Beer is available for sale in Hawaii (8th state) 
 
1999 
Sold 87,848 bbls 
Deschutes Brewery won “Brewpub of the Year” by Malt Advocate and BrewPub 
magazines.  The production facility continued to expand, adding new administrative 
offices and a private event space called the Mountain Room . 
 
Obsidian Stout won silver at the Great American Beer Festival. 
 
2000 
Sold 96,429 bbls 
Quail Springs IPA, a remarkably quaffable English-style India Pale Ale, debuted as 
the brewery’s first bottled IPA. 
 
Jubel 2000 is released to commemorate the new millennium, the first of many big, 
flavorful, bottled beers that fans collect and cellar. 
 
2001 
Sold 103,847 bbls 
Pine Mountain Pilsner became the first summer seasonal available in six-packs and 
draft. 
 
2002 
Sold 114,169 bbls 
Double Bale Quail Imperial IPA, an intensely-hopped barley wine, inspired by Quail 
Springs IPA, is released in the fall in extremely limited, bottled quantities. 
 
Black Butte Porter won bronze at the Great American Beer Festival. (4th medal) 
 
2003 
Sold 118,989 bbls 
The brewery expanded again with the addition of a 150-barrel brewing system and 
35,000 square feet of coolers, loading docks, bottling and storage. German brewery 
equipment manufacturer Huppmann built a customized brewhouse for Deschutes, 
designed to utilize whole cone hops. 
 
Cinder Cone Red, a medium-bodied amber ale, entered the seasonal six-pack 
rotation. 
 
Twilight Ale won gold at the Great American Beer Festival. 
Obsidian Stout won bronze at the Great American Beer Festival. 



> Beer is available for sale in Arizona (9th state) 
 
2004 
Sold 135,709 bbls 
Twilight Ale is launched as the brewery’s summer seasonal, replacing Pine 
Mountain Pilsner.   
 
Obsidian Stout won bronze at the Great American Beer Festival. 
 
> Beer is available for sale in Colorado. (10th state) 
 
2005 
Sold 145,451 bbls 
The Bond Street Series, a collection of beers born at our Public House in downtown 
Bend, is introduced in 22-ounce bottles and on draft.  Bachelor Bitter and Bond 
Street Brown inaugurate the series in the spring.  The third Bond Street Series brew 
is Hop Trip, a fresh hop pale ale.  It became a fan favorite and our first bottled fresh 
hop beer. 
 
> Beer is available for sale in New Mexico and Las Vegas, NV (11th and 12th states) 
 
2006 
Sold 160,176 bbls 
Inversion IPA, an American-style IPA, is introduced to replace Quail Springs IPA.  It 
was the best-selling new craft beer of 2006 in the United States.   
 
Mirror Mirror, a barley wine inspired by a double batch of Mirror Pond Pale Ale, is 
the first release in the newly minted, instantly sensational, barrel-aged Reserve 
Series.  Wax-dipped bottles set these exquisite beers apart. 
 
The Abyss, a barrel-aged imperial stout, debuted a few months later.  It has emerged 
as the heart and soul of the Reserve Series.  Available every fall in limited quantities. 
 
Buzzsaw Brown is released as a spring seasonal.  
 
The Bond Street Series introduced Hop Henge, an imperial IPA, followed by Broken 
Top Bock, a long-time favorite at the pub, and 18th Anniversary Pils. 
 
> Beer is available for sale in Southern California 
 
2007 
Sold 163,000 bbls 
Woody, the brewery’s good times-on-wheels-mobile pub, is introduced to bring the 
Deschutes pub experience to fans outside of Oregon.  His first appearance was at 
Fremont Oktoberfest in Seattle, where he has celebrated his birthday every year 
since. 



The Bond Street Series introduced Green Lakes Organic Ale and 19th Anniversary 
Belgian-style Golden Ale.  Green Lakes became a year-round six-pack offering later 
that year. 
 
The Abyss won gold at the Great American Beer Festival. 
 
2008  
Sold 181,861 bbls 
Deschutes Brewery opened a brand-new Public House in Portland’s Pearl District, 
establishing Deschutes’ presence in the “most important beer city in America.”  
 
Deschutes Brewery celebrated their 20th Anniversary with Black Butte XX, an 
imperial barrel-aged version of Black Butte Porter, brewed with chocolate and 
coffee.   
 
20th Anniversary Wit is released as part of the Bond Street Series. 
 
The Dissident, a Flanders-Style Old Bruin, is released as part of the Reserve Series, 
the brewery’s first bottled sour beer.  Won gold at the Great American Beer Festival. 
 
The brewery created its first Gluten Free Ale.  It won a bronze medal at the Great 
American Beer Fest. 
 
> Beer is available for sale in Texas - DFW & Austin (13th State) 
 
2009 
Sold 186,783 bbls 
Red Chair IPA made its first appearance in the Bond Street Series, rapidly moving 
into the seasonal 6-pack rotation a year later as a Northwest Pale Ale. 
 
Mirror Mirror is released in the Reserve Series for the second time. 
 
Black Butte XXI is released to celebrate the brewery’s 21st anniversary.  The recipe 
was the same as the previous year. 
 
Mirror Pond Pale Ale won silver at the Great American Beer Festival. 
Black Butte Porter won bronze at the Great American Beer Festival. 
 
>Beer is available for sale in Utah (14th state) and San Antonio  
 
>The brewery is international!  Beer is available for sale in British Columbia, 
Canada. 
 
 
 



2010 
Sold 204,923 bbls 
Red Chair Northwest Pale Ale joins the seasonal rotation, replacing Cinder Cone Red.  
It earns the title of “World’s Best Beer” (it would go on to win the title again in 
2012).  Deschutes Brewery is one of the first to describe a beer as a Northwest Pale 
Ale.  A new style is born!  
 
Hop in the Dark, a Cascadian Dark Ale (aka Black IPA, also a brand new style), joined 
the Bond Street Series. 
 
The Dissident returned for a second appearance in the Reserve Series. 
 
The brewery created its first collaboration beer, Conflux #1 (aka Collage) with Hair 
of the Dog Brewing Company, released two years later, after aging in seven different 
varieties of barrels. 
 
Black Butte XXII, due to visual quality issues resulting from the solidification of the 
chocolate, is held back and not released. Read about it here. 
 
Jubel 2010, a once-in-a-decade ale is released.  It is an imperial or “super” version of 
our winter seasonal, Jubelale, aged in pinot noir barrels. 
 
Woody and the gang roll into Seattle to execute the very first Base Camp For Beer 
Fanatics Week. 
 
Mirror Pond Pale Ale won gold at the Great American Beer Festival. 
 
> Beer is available for sale in Minnesota (15th state) and North Dakota (16th state) 
 
2011 
Sold 225,497 bbls 
The Environmental Protection Agency included Deschutes Brewery as a Green 
Power Partner, a select group of leaders in the green power market. 
 
The Stoic, a barrel-aged Belgian-style Quad, is released in the Reserve Series. 
 
Black Butte XXIII is released to celebrate the brewery’s 23rd anniversary.  The recipe 
is the same as BBXXII, featuring Theo Chocolate cocoa nibs, Pasilla Negra chilies and 
Seville oranges.  The chocolate issue resolved… 
 
Fresh Hop Mirror Pond is released as part of the Bond Street Series.  It featured 
heirloom, fresh Cascade hops, cultivated from the original 1972 rhizome.  
 
The brewery collaborated with Boulevard Brewing Company, experimenting with 
the intersection of wheat and hops.  It was known as Conflux #2.  This experiment 
lead to Chainbreaker White IPA. 

http://www.deschutesbrewery.com/blog/2010-06-28/black-butte-xxii-cancelation


 
> Beer is available for sale in South Dakota (17th state) 
 
2012 
Sold 254,428 bbls 
The brewery’s original pub in downtown Bend expanded, adding 7,500 square feet, 
about 50 new employees, an expanded menu and kitchen, plus much-needed 
seating. In addition, the main brewery added 6,750 square feet including five new 
1300-barrel fermentation tanks and a remodel of the tasting room and gift shop. 
 
Chainbreaker White IPA is introduced to the year-round line-up, marking a brand-
new style to the craft beer world – White IPA’s.  It was the best-selling new craft 
beer of 2012 in the United States.  Wins silver at the Great American Beer Festival. 
 
Collage (Conflux #1), a 100% barrel-aged collaboration with Hair of the Dog 
Brewing Company, is released. 
 
Black Butte XXIV is released to celebrate the brewery’s 24th Anniversary.  It  
featured Theo Chocolate cocoa nibs, daglet dates, and mission figs, with 25% aged in 
bourbon barrels. 
 
Chasin’ Freshies, a fresh hop IPA, featuring heirloom Cascade hops is added to the 
Bond Street Series.  The fresh hop will change every year thereafter. 
 
Hop Trip is packaged in six-packs. 
 
> Beer is available for sale in Missouri (18th state), Kansas (19th state), and Alberta, 
Canada 
 
2013 
Sold 285,451 bbls 
Deschutes Brewery announced its new employee ownership program (ESOP), 
through which employees will be granted shares of the company based on salary 
and vested based on tenure.  
 
Five more 1,300-barrel fermentation tanks are added to the brewery’s 
headquarters.  
 
The brewery is recognized as one of the 100 best companies to work for in the U.S. 
by Outside Magazine, as part of their Best Places to Work program. 
 
The brewery celebrated its 25th Anniversary with a Black Butte to Mirror Pond bike 
ride ending with a community party at Drake Park.  
 
Black Butte XXV is released, featuring dates, figs, black currants, and Theo Chocolate 
cocoa nibs, with 50% barrel-aged in bourbon barrels. 



 
Deschutes Brewery collaborated with 6 other breweries all celebrating 25 years, 
creating the Class of ’88 series. 
 

Rogue Ales &  North Coast Brewing Co. – Barley Wine 
Great Lakes Brewing Co. – Imperial Smoked Porter 
Goose Island Brewing Co. – Belgian Style Ale aged in Muscat Barrels 
Gritty McDuff’s – Pub Bitters (draft only) 

 
Deschutes Brewery was the first craft brewery to undergo the Global Reporting 
Initiative sustainability reporting process, setting a benchmark for measuring 
performance, raising environmental awareness, and increasing social responsibility.  
 
Green Monster, a sour version of Green Lakes Amber Ale, aged for almost 3 years in 
barrels, is bottled and released.  Accidents happen, monsters are born…lucky us. 
 
Fresh Squeezed IPA debuted in the Bond Street Series. 
 
Armory XPA, the first beer brewed and developed at the Portland Pub, became the 
first year-round draft only beer available across the brewery’s territory. 
 
The first Pub Reserve Series beer, Big Red, is released on New Year’s Eve.  The Pub 
Reserve Series of beers were designed to highlight the creativity of our brewers and 
the experimentation that happens at our brew pubs.  Available for sale only in 22-
ounce bottles at our pubs and tasting room. 
 
>Deschutes Brewery crossed the Mississippi River!  Beer is available for sale in 
Illinois (20th state), Philadelphia, PA (21st state), Iowa (22nd state) and Nebraska 
(23rd state). 
 
>Export programs began to Singapore, Thailand, Sweden, Denmark, and Australia. 
 
2014 
Mirror Mirror, Not The Stoic, Black Butte XXVI, The Dissident are released in the 
Reserve Series. 
 
Fresh Squeezed IPA is packaged year-round in six-packs and on draft as part of the 
Bond Street Series. 
 
The Pub Reserve Series featured Planète Rouge (Sour Red Blend) and Cultivateur 
(Saison-Brett). 
 
Pinedrops IPA was the year-round draft only brand.  
 
Armory XPA, Cinder Cone Red, and Pine Mountain Pils are released in 22-ounce 
bottles only, in a handful of western states. 



Zarabanda, our saison collaboration with Chef Jose Andres, released year-round in 
22 oz bottles and draft. 
 
>Beer is available for sale in Ohio (24th state), Kentucky (25th state), Central PA, 
Pittsburgh, PA, Wisconsin (26th state), Western Michigan (27th state), District of 
Columbia, and Northern Virginia (28th state). 
 
2015 
Pinedrops IPA is packaged year-round in six-packs and on draft as part of the Bond 
Street Series. 
 
The Pub Reserve Series featured Big Red, The Specialist (Imperial ESB), Black Butte3 
and Sour Quad. 
 
Jubel 2015, The Stoic, Black Butte XXVII, The Dissident, The Abyss are released in 
the Reserve Series. 
 
Collaborated with Harpoon Brewery on EHOP, a beer to celebrate brewing 
independence. 
 
Launched redesigned packaging, new circle logo, and website in the fall 
 
Raised close to $400K in first year of Street Pub which brought the pub to the people 
in 7 different cities (Bend, Philly, Cleveland, Chicago, Minneapolis, Denver, 
Sacramento) 
 
2016 
To celebrate the 10th bottling of The Abyss we released two new versions in 
remarkably limited quantities: 100% barrel-aged in Rye Whiskey casks and 100% 
barrel-aged in Cognac. 
 
Veronica Vega promoted to Brewmaster, leading up the R&D side of brewing 
operations 
 
Announced on March 22nd that Roanoke would be the location of our East Coast 
brewery. 
 
Lower Warehouse expansion completed. 
 
Begin distributing in Metro Detroit, Northern Lower and Upper Michigan Peninsulas 
 
Armory XPA is packaged year-round in six-packs and on draft as part of the Bond 
Street Series. 
 
Hop Slice Session IPA, brewed with Meyer Lemon extract, replaces Twilight Summer 
Ale as the summer seasonal. 



 
Big Rig & Down ‘N Dirty replace Cinder Cone Red and Pine Mountain Pils in the 
mainline 22 oz bottle line up 
 
Pinot Suave is the first Reserve Series release of the year, first time new woodcut 
version of the logo is used on a reserve label. 
 
The Pub Reserve Series featured Murder in the Rye, Rum Wowzenbock, Pilsner Pie, 
Stock Ale, Flanders Black Ale 
 


